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Federal Courts Syllabus

Fall 2005

Professor Donald J. Kochan

Office: Kennedy Hall, 4th Floor

Te. (714) 628-2618; fax (714) 628-2576

kochaan@chapman.edu
Room 379

	Required Text:
	Peter W. Low & John C. Jeffries, Jr., Federal Courts and the Law of Federal-State Relations

	Office Hours:
	TR 3-5; or by appointment.

	Grading:
	Fall final exam is 3 hours essay and multiple choice.  The exam will cover all materials assigned in Low & Jeffries, all materials covered in lectures, and any assigned supplemental material including handouts.  The examination is a modified open book examination – each student may use his/her text, any assigned supplemental materials, any notes or outlines that student prepared, and any group notes or outlines to which he/she made a significant contribution in preparation.  No commercial outlines, treaties, or similar materials will be permitted for use during the examination.

	
	Sample exam questions will be distributed mid-term.


Assignments
	DATE
	PAGES

	· Aug. 23
	Text pp. A7-A8 (Article III of Constitution, located in back of textbook); B2-B3 (through §1129); B5-B6 (§§1331 and 1332).

	· Aug. 25
	Text pp. 235-262

	· Aug. 30
	262-285

	· Sept. 1
	329-355

	· Sept. 6
	1-31

	· Sept. 8
	32-73

	· Sept. 13
	73-103

	· Sept. 15
	Handout

	· Sept. 20
	State Laws and the Independent Judiciary: An Analysis of the Effects of the Seventeenth Amendment on the Number of Supreme Court Cases Holding State Laws Unconstitutional, 66 Albany L. Rev. 1023 (2003)

	· Sept. 22
	124-159

	· Sept. 27
	159-185

	· Sept. 29
	185-222

	· Oct. 4
	No longer Little Known But Now a Door Ajar: An Overview of the Evolving and Dangerous Role of the Alien Tort Statute in Human Rights and International Law Jurisprudence, 8 Chapman L. Rev. ___(2005) (symposium).

	· Oct. 6
	477-520

	· Oct. 11
	520-547

	· Oct. 13
	587-628

	· Oct. 18
	355-414

	· Oct. 20
	414-458

	· Oct. 25
	459-474

	· Oct. 27
	628-647

	· Nov. 1
	648-661

	· Nov. 3
	662-718

	· Nov. 8
	720-735

	· Nov. 10
	927-956

	· Nov. 15
	956-992

	· Nov. 17
	993-1026

	· Nov. 22
	1037-1063

	· Nov. 29
	Handout

	· Dec. 1
	Review Session
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