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CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY
Law & Economics Syllabus
Spring 2005

Professor Donald J. Kochan

Office: Kennedy Hall, 4th Floor

Tel. (714) 628-2618; fax (714) 628-2576

kochan@chapman.edu
Classroom 237A
TR 3:00-4:15

INTRODUCTION: 


The study of law & economics is arguably the most popular, or at least the most recognized, area of interdisciplinary scholarship in legal academia today. In this seminar, the readings will be in the seminal works on the topic, as well as some readings on specific applications of the theories. It will explore normative schools (very loosely paraphrased as “decide everything in the name of efficiency”) and positive or analytical schools, like public choice (described loosely as “how do institutions operate; how are interest groups influential; what incentives drive institutional decision-making and should that make us skeptical or confident in the outputs of our governmental institutions).


In-class, Professor Kochan runs a highly conversationalist seminar where the class explores some ideas from the readings and see where it goes (of course with many prepared and interjected directions of Professor Kochan’s own). The class will use a course packet, including the seminal works in the field as well as material on particular applications of law and economics. The course will begin with an introduction to basic principles, so students should NOT feel concerned if their economics background is “light”.


Professor Kochan has published numerous articles in academic journal and the popular media employing the concepts of law and economics. Topics approached in his writing in this field range from international law, property, environmental law, historic resources law, Indian law, constitutional law, and more – all of which can benefit from interdisciplinary analysis such as that which will be involved in the seminar. Professor Kochan is a former visiting professor at George Mason University School of Law, well-known for a high concentration in this field of law and economics.

Grading and Course Requirements

There are 4 principal requirements in this course:

(1) Each student must complete the assigned readings and participate in class discussion.
(2) Each student is required to complete a scholarly paper of substantial length on an area of law and economics. The article should be in law review article style, well supported by authority with citations in Bluebook form. Students shall consult with Professor Kochan on their topic and receive approval for it. Although students will have latitude in choosing a topic, the general theme is to critically examine an area or application of law and economics. The paper should not be simply a doctrinal piece explaining the state of the law. Instead, it should make an original contribution to the scholarship examining the process and product involved in making, breaking, or analyzing law within the rubric of the seminar topic. Once topics are chosen, students may consult with Professor Kochan as they progress in their research and writing. There will be a deadline for the first drafts. Final drafts of the paper will be due sometime shortly after the completion of the examination period. These deadlines will be announced on the second day of class. This paper will satisfy the Chapman writing requirement, although Professor Kochan retains discretion to deny approval for papers that do not meet Chapman’s stated criteria or are otherwise of low quality. 
(3) Each student must briefly present their paper at a workshop during one of the class sessions.
(4) Students will be required to read and critically evaluate another student’s first draft of his/her paper prior to each workshop. Each student shall summarize their thoughts and comments in a 1-2 page typed document that shall be turned in on the date the paper is presented. This commenting requirement is not intended to involve notes on punctuation, spelling, etc. Feel free to share those personally with classmates. The assigned comments should focus on the substance of the thesis and analysis – with criticisms, suggestions, questions, identification of the areas that need clarification or further support, etc. Of course, students should also tell their classmates what they’re doing right as well. Independent from these written comments, each student shall participate in the questions and comment period at each workshop.

Grades will be based on each of these requirements:

85% -- Final Paper

15% -- Class participation, workshop participation, written comments on papers, meeting assigned deadlines, personal workshop presentation performance, and overall compliance wit course requirements.
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1 NOTE: In addition to materials identified below, all assignment are subject to short supplemental handouts 
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