Natural Resources Law & Policy
Syllabus
Fall 2006

Professor Donald J. Kochan
Office: Kennedy Hall, Room 442
tel. (714) 628-2618; fax (714) 628-2576
kochan@chapman.edu
www.donaldjkochan.com

Classroom TBA
TR pm-pm

Required Text
James Rasband et al, Natural Resources Law and Policy (2004)
Office Hours
TR 3-5; or by appointment.

Grading and Course Requirements

There are 4 principal requirements in this course:

(1) Each student must complete the assigned readings and participate in class discussion.
Text and handout readings will take place through the end of October. The only required
readings in November will be the draft papers of fellow students.

(2) Each student is required to complete a scholarly paper of substantial length on an area
of natural resources law and policy. The article should be in law review article style, well
supported by authority with citations in Bluebook form. Students shall consult with
Professor Kochan on their topic and receive approval for it. Although students will have
latitude in choosing a topic, the general theme is to critically examine an area of natural
resources law and policy through various analytical and theoretical lenses and
perspectives. The paper should not be simply a doctrinal piece explaining the state of
the law. Instead, it should make an original contribution to the scholarship examining the
process and product involved in establishing natural resources law and policy. Once
topics are chosen, students may consult with Professor Kochan as they progress in their
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research and writing. First drafts of the paper are due on October 26. Final drafts of the
paper are due by 9 am on December 28, 2004 (delivery of hard copy and email of
electronic copy required). This paper will satisfy the Chapman writing requirement,
although Professor Kochan retains discretion to deny approval for papers that do not meet
Chapman’s stated criteria or are otherwise of low quality.

(3) Each student must present their paper at a workshop during one of the November
class sessions. The presentation should be approximately 15-20 minutes in length, with
the remainder of the time devoted to comments, questions, and discussion. Workshop
slots will be determined initially by a drawing of dates. Slots are tradeable among
students. However, the trading market closes on October 14 at which time Professor
Kochan must be notified of final slot identification.

(4) Each student is required to read and critically evaluate every other student’s paper
prior to each workshop. Each student shall summarize their thoughts and comments in a
1-2 page typed document that shall be turned in on the date each paper is presented.
Workshop papers shall be made available to students 1 week before each workshop. This
commenting requirement is not intended to involve notes on punctuation, spelling, etc.
Feel free to share those personally with classmates. The assigned comments should focus
on the substance of the thesis and analysis — with criticisms, suggestions, questions,
identification of areas that need clarification or further support, etc. Of course, students
should also tell their classmates what they’re doing right as well. Independent from these
written comments, each student shall participate in the question and comment period at
each workshop.

Grades will be based on each of these requirements:
85% -- Final paper
15% -- Class participation, workshop participation, written comments on papers,
and personal workshop presentation performance. In addition, failure to meet
deadlines will be deducted here (and a failure is a non-submittal or an objectively

incomplete submittal).

Fall 2006 Assignment Schedule

DATE PAGES

Aug. 17 Introduction (No Reading Assignment)
Aug. 19 1-8; 11-23
Aug. 24 35-58; Workshop slot drawing

Aug. 26 58-66; 68-77; Handout (Adler, “Rent-Seeking Behind the Green Curtain”)



Sept. 30
Oct. 5

Oct. 7

Oct. 12
Oct. 14
Oct. 19
Oct. 21

Oct. 26

Oct. 28

Nov. 2

Nov. 4
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205-219; 220-227; 233-240

253-263; 267-270; 271-272; 278-281; 283-295

78-114

115-143

Handout (Mercuro & Kaplowitz, “Performance Indicators . . .)
Handout (to be distributed 9/9)

Chapter 4: 310-337; 339-343; 353-361; 368-371; 394; 402-407
Chapter 7: 727-752

Chapter 7: 753-794

---------------------------- [details on this remainder will be distributed soon]

Chapter 9

Chapter 9 (cont.)

Handout (to be distributed 9/30)

Chapter 10

Chapter 6; Final workshop slots must be identified
Handout

Handout

Handout: Introduction to International natural resources issues;
First draft of papers due

Handout

Workshop:
Written Comments due

Workshop:
Written Comments due




Nov. 9

Nov. 11

Nov. 16

Nov. 18

Nov. 23

Dec. 28

Workshop:

Written Comments due

Workshop:

Written Comments due

Workshop:

Written Comments due

Workshop:

Written Comments due

Workshop:

Written Comments due

Final Papers due
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